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I was recently reading an article written by John Upton and printed by Climate 
Central that described a fresh study report by Jon Christensen and others who 
were documenting the geographical movement of native plant species in 
California as influenced by global warming. Two conclusions emerged from 
this article. One is that many native plants are not migrating to better sites of 
adaptation as rapidly as the animals that are historically included within com­
mon habitat. This is rapidly creating a situation wherein community relation­
ships will unravel, with unknown but probably deleterious consequences. The 
other conclusion is that invasive weed species are successfully migrating with 
climate shift and filling the holes in many habitats created by natives that are 
no longer fully adapted. We have much to learn about creating solutions to 
these significant environmental problems. Contributors to and readers of the 
Native Plants Journal are, to some degree or another, involved in research and 
the development of methodologies that may prove invaluable in assisting na­
ture in resolving the serious issues that are unfolding within our world. Jour­
nals such as ours will be key in communicating the results of these research 
efforts, thus allowing us to create an atmosphere of scholarly symbiosis that 
will further drive efforts and improve chances for success. I laud your efforts 
and hope you continue your important work. We at the Native Plants Journal 
will continue to serve as a communication pipeline for your findings. By work­
ing together, I feel strongly that we can make a positive contribution to an in­
creasingly disturbing problem.

Dr Stephen Love
Editor-in-Chief

On the cover: Echinocereus triglochidiatus (kingcup cactus [Cactaceae]) taken June 2010 near 
Gates of Lodore in northwest Colorado. Photo by Stephen Love
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 Have a great idea for an article but don’t have time or need help writing? 
Please e-mail. We can help.

Two types of manuscripts are welcome:

General technical articles are not research per se 
(lack strict experimental design and statistical 
analysis), but have important information for 
growers and planters of North American native 
plants. Articles could include new planting tech­
niques, useful equipment, cultural techniques, 
habitat restoration, restoration techniques, pro­
duction trends, technical information, descrip­
tions of new species or cultivars entering nursery 
production, and so on. Propagation protocols are 
short, concise general articles detailing the spe­
cific methods used to propagate a particular 
plant. Germplasm releases are short articles that 
follow a standard format (see past issues) and an­
nounce the release of new plant materials for con­
servation use.

Refereed research articles (and scientific reviews or 
commentary) must have sound application of sci­
entific method, appropriate statistical analysis, 
and state how the research is important to grow­
ers and planters of North American native plants.  
Accepted papers will be published with a “Refer­
eed Research Article” designation.

All submitted manuscripts will be peer-reviewed  
by 2 referees to ensure the objective of Native Plants 
Journal is met.

M A N USC R I PT P R E PA R AT I O N

Include a cover letter indicating what type of 
manuscript is being submitted (refereed or gen­
eral). Refrain from special formatting. Use of ac­
tive voice is encouraged. All text except tables 
and figure captions should be double-spaced. 
The first page should have title and author infor­
mation (include full names of authors, their pro­
fessional titles and affiliations, mailing and elec­
tronic addresses, and specify corresponding 
author to whom all pre-publishing correspon­
dence should be sent). 

The second page should contain the title, ab­
stract, and key words. Abstracts should be dou­
ble-spaced and brief and emphasize results, use­
fulness, and practicality to growers and planters 
of North American (Canada, Mexico, and US) na­
tive plants. Authors are strongly encouraged to 
make the first sentence of their abstract describe 
the most important finding of their work. Include 
3 to 7 key words not in the title. Use the PLANTS 
database as the source for nomenclature (see be­
low). Print an abbreviated title and page number 
in the upper right corner of this and all subse­
quent pages. Use line numbering. Construct ta­
bles using the table feature of word processing 
programs.

Follow the second page with the “Introduc­
tion, Materials and Methods, Results, Discussion, 
Conclusion, References,” or some other logical 
system as headings, followed by figure captions 

and tables. For matters of style, we generally fol­
low Scientific Style and Format, The Council of Biol-
ogy Editors Manual for Authors, Editors, and Publish-
ers, 6th edition (ISBN 0-521-47154-0). 

Use metric (SI) units with US units in paren­
theses and abbreviate all units, except those with­
out numerical value (for example, “we measured 
parts per million and found 250 ppm nitrogen”). 
Use numerals for any countable amount (for ex­
ample, 3 replicates, 2 populations).

R E F E R E N C ES

In the text, please list citations by date, and then 
alphabetically by author (for example, Smith 
1986, 1997; Jones and Smith 1992; Smith and 
Jones 1992; Doe and others 1998). In the refer­
ences section, list references alphabetically by 
author(s) and please do not abbreviate the name 
of the referenced journal. Examples:

Journal article:  Arnold MA, Struve DK. 1989. 
Growing green ash and red oak in CuCO3-treated 
containers increases root regeneration and shoot 
growth following transplant. Journal of the 
American Society for Horticultural Science 
114:402–406.

Entire book:  Davidson H, Mecklenburg R. 1981. 
Nursery management: administration and cul­
ture. 2nd ed. Englewood Cliffs (NJ): Prentice-Hall 
Inc. 450 p.

Article in proceedings:   Dumroese RK, Wenny DL. 
1997. Fertilizer regimes for container-grown co­
nifers of the Intermountain West. In: Haase DL, 
Rose R, coordinators and editors. Symposium 
proceedings, forest seedling nutrition from the 
nursery to the field; 1997 Oct 28–29; Corvallis, 
OR. Corvallis (OR): Oregon State University Nurs­
ery Technology Cooperative. p 17–26.

Internet source: [USDA NRCS] USDA Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service. 2011. The PLANTS 
database. URL: http://plants.usda.gov (accessed 
20 Jan 2011). Greensboro (NC): National Plant 
Data Team.

Government article: Barnett JP, Brissette JC. 1986. 
Producing southern pine seedlings in containers. 
New Orleans (LA): USDA Forest Service, South­
ern Forest Experiment Station. General Technical 
Report SO-59. 71 p.

Thesis or dissertation: Wang Z. 1990. Effects of cu­
pric carbonate on container-grown seedlings of 
ponderosa pine during greenhouse production 
[MSc thesis]. Moscow (ID): University of Idaho. 
67 p.

Personal communication: Hoss GA. 2002. Personal 
communication. Licking (MO): Missouri Depart­
ment of Conservation, George O White State For­
est Nursery. Nursery Superintendent. 

N O M E N C L AT U R E

Use common names with scientific names (in­
cluding authorities and family names) in paren­
theses the first time used in the abstract and body 
of the manuscript (if scientific names with author­
ities and families are summarized in a table, they 
need not be repeated in the body of the manu­
script). All subsequent use can be either the com­
mon or scientific name. Example with common 
name: whitebark pine (Pinus albicaulis Engelm. 
[Pinaceae]). Example without common name: 
Phacelia rattanii Gray. (Hydrophyllaceae). The 
standard source of plant nomenclature is the 
PLANTS database (http:// plants.usda.gov). Au­
thors may use common names found in PLANTS 
or the local vernacular. Other nomenclature 
sources may be used only if justified. The nomen­
clature source should be included in the refer­
ences.

M A N USC R I PT S U B M I SS I O N

Manuscripts should be submitted via the Internet 
at http://npj.msubmit.net. Files will be converted 
to PDF when uploaded. Text and tables should be 
saved as one file. Graphics (graphs, drawings) 
should be in black and white and saved as indi­
vidual jpg, tif, eps (preferred), SigmaPlot (pre­
ferred), or Adobe Photoshop files. Excel files 
embedded in manuscripts are acceptable for 
manuscript review but unacceptable for publica­
tion. Color slides or photographs are fine and can 
be sent directly to the Editor; digital images must 
have a minimum resolution of 300 dpi at a mini­
mum width of 10 cm (4 in), although larger-sized 
images are preferred. Include photo credits.

Contact the Editor:
Stephen Love
Editor, Native Plants Journal
University of Idaho
Aberdeen Research & Extension Center
1693 S 2700 W
Aberdeen, Idaho 83210
telephone 208.397.4181
slove@uidaho.edu 

Before accepted manuscripts can be published, 
authors must complete a consent to publish form.

Photo credits opposite page: (top) Rooting 
experiment of arid land peperomia (Pepero-
mia blanda (Jacq.) Kunth var. floribunda 
(Miq.) H. Huber [Piperaceae]) on an outdoor 
shaded bench, photo by Orville C Baldos; 
(middle) rest stop pollinator habitat installa­
tion, photo courtesy of the Connecticut 
Department of Transportation; (bottom) 
Chamerion angustifolium (L.) Holub (fireweed 
[Onagraceae]) at Tiffany Mountain, 
Washington, photo by Stephen Love.
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