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The naturalist Louis Agassiz is credited with asking a student to observe a fish
and to describe it. Dissatisfied with the student’s cursory attempt, Agassiz even-
tually had him look at the fish for days until he had really observed it and began
to see things he hadn’t noticed before. The student’s experience was an exam-
ple of the archaeologist John Lubbock’s observation that “what we see depends
mainly on what we look for.”

To my detriment, I tend to believe that I have above average observational skills
and relatively few biases in those observations. But in truth, I mostly see what
I am looking for and miss what I am not. As a landscape horticulturist interested
in water conservation, I am always on the lookout for native plants with poten-
tial for use in managed landscapes. I thought I was doing a reasonable job of
observing until I became acquainted with a group of plantsmen who focus on
finding and propagating genetic witches’-brooms from the canopies of native
conifers. These selections are then used as dwarf or slow-growing landscape
plants. I hadn’t even noticed the brooms because I was always looking at the
ground and not in the tree tops. This tendency to see what we want to see is
a common human foible.

In an effort to find more native ornamental plant selections, I recall once asking
a natural resource manager if he had ever seen a seedless sagebrush (a sage-
brush without flower stalks would be more attractive in a managed landscape).
The concept that a seedless sagebrush could have value was so incomprehen-
sible to him that it took a while to even understand the question. And, no, he
had never seen such a thing.

As a horticulturist, stepping into the world of native plants is daunting. The
uses and values I have for these plants are so different from those for wildlands
that I feel like having been invited into the ultra-exclusive Augusta National
Golf Club and then asking them to use fluorescent orange golf balls because I
like them. Fortunately, exclusivity has not been my experience with the Native
Plants Journal and the native plant industry. I have had the pleasure of attend-
ing tours and conferences addressing both wildland plants and traditional hor-
ticultural plants and have learned a great deal from their commonalities and
their differences. The beauty of a journal such as NPJ is that it encourages me
to focus in detail on facets of native plants that are outside my typical scope. I
need to see more than what I am looking for—we all do—and the world of na-
tive plants is a great way to do that.

Larry A Rupp
Center for Water Efficient Landscaping

Associate Editor for the Native Plants Journal
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Have a great idea for an article but don’t have time or need help writing? 
Please e-mail. We can help.

Two types of manuscripts are welcome:

General technical articles are not research per se
(lack strict experimental design and statistical
analysis), but have important information for
growers and planters of North American native
plants. Articles could include new planting tech-
niques, useful equipment, cultural techniques,
habitat restoration, restoration techniques, pro-
duction trends, technical information, descrip-
tions of new species or cultivars entering nursery
production, and so on. Propagation protocols are
short, concise general articles detailing the spe-
cific methods used to propagate a particular
plant. Germplasm releases are short articles that
follow a standard format (see past issues) and an-
nounce the release of new plant materials for
conservation use.

Refereed research articles (and scientific reviews or
commentary) must have sound application of
scientific method, appropriate statistical analysis,
and state how the research is important to grow-
ers and planters of North American native plants.
Accepted papers will be published with a “Refer-
eed Research Article” designation.

All submitted manuscripts will be peer-reviewed
by 2 referees to ensure the objective of Native
Plants Journal is met.

MANUSCRIPT PREPARATION

Include a cover letter indicating what type of
manuscript is being submitted (refereed or gen-
eral). Refrain from special formatting. Use of ac-
tive voice is encouraged. All text except tables
and figure captions should be double-spaced.
The first page should have title and author infor-
mation (include full names of authors, their pro-
fessional titles and affiliations, mailing and elec-
tronic addresses, and specify corresponding
author to whom all pre-publishing correspon-
dence should be sent). 

The second page should contain the title, ab-
stract, and key words. Abstracts should be dou-
ble-spaced and brief and emphasize results, use-
fulness, and practicality to growers and planters
of North American (Canada, Mexico, and US) na-
tive plants. Authors are strongly encouraged to
make the first sentence of their abstract describe
the most important finding of their work. Include
3 to 7 key words not in the title. Use the PLANTS
database as the source for nomenclature (see be-
low). Print an abbreviated title and page number
in the upper right corner of this and all subse-
quent pages. Use line numbering. Construct ta-
bles using the table feature of word processing
programs.

Follow the second page with the “Intro duc -
tion, Materials and Methods, Results, Discussion,
Conclusion, References,” or some other logical
sys tem as headings, followed by figure captions

and tables. For matters of style, we generally fol-
low Scientific Style and Format, The Council of Biol-
ogy Editors Manual for Authors, Editors, and Pub-
lishers, 6th edition (ISBN 0-521-47154-0). 

Use metric (SI) units with US units in paren-
theses and abbreviate all units, except those with-
out numerical value (for example, “we measured
parts per million and found 250 ppm nitrogen”).
Use numerals for any countable amount (for ex-
ample, 3 replicates, 2 populations).

REFERENCES

In the text, please list citations by date, and then
alphabetically by author (for example, Smith
1986, 1997; Jones and Smith 1992; Smith and
Jones 1992; Doe and others 1998). In the refer-
ences section, list references alphabetically by au-
thor(s) and please do not abbreviate the name of
the referenced journal. Examples:

Journal article: Arnold MA, Struve DK. 1989.
Growing green ash and red oak in CuCO3-
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of the American Society for Horticultural Science
114:402–406.
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nursery to the field; 1997 Oct 28–29; Corvallis,
OR. Corvallis (OR): Oregon State Uni versity Nurs-
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sources Conservation Service. 2011. The PLANTS
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NOMENCLATURE

Use common names with scientific names (in-
cluding authorities and family names) in paren-
theses the first time used in the abstract and body
of the manuscript (if scientific names with author-
ities and families are summarized in a table, they
need not be repeated in the body of the manu-
script). All subsequent use can be either the com-
mon or scientific name. Example with common
name: whitebark pine (Pinus albicaulis Engelm.
[Pinaceae]). Example without common name:
Phacelia rattanii Gray. (Hydro phyllaceae). The
standard source of plant nomen clature is the
PLANTS database (http://plants.usda.gov). Au-
thors may use common names found in PLANTS
or the local vernacular. Other nomenclature
sources may be used only if justified. The nomen-
clature source should be included in the refer-
ences.

MANUSCRIPT SUBMISSION

Manuscripts should be submitted via the Internet
at http://npj.msubmit.net. Files will be converted
to PDF when uploaded. Text and tables should
be saved as one file. Graphics (graphs, drawings)
should be in black and white and saved as indi-
vidual jpg, tif, eps (preferred), SigmaPlot (pre-
ferred), or Adobe Photoshop files. Excel files
 embedded in manuscripts are acceptable for
manuscript review but unacceptable for publica-
tion. Color slides or photographs are fine and
can be sent directly to the Editor; digital images
must have a minimum resolution of 300 dpi at a
minimum width of 10 cm (4 in), although larger-
sized images are preferred. Include photo credits.

Contact the Editor:
Stephen Love
Editor, Native Plants Journal
University of Idaho
Aberdeen Research & Extension Center
1693 S 2700 W
Aberdeen, Idaho 83210
telephone 208.397.4181
slove@uidaho.edu 

Before accepted manuscripts can be published,
authors must complete a consent to publish form.

Photo credits opposite page: (top) Utah
columbine (Aquilegia scopulorum Tidestr.
[Ranunculaceae]), photo by Larry Rupp;
(middle) Wyoming big sagebrush seedlings
(Artemisia tridentata Nutt. ssp. wyomingensis
Beetle & Young [Anthemideae]), photo by
Matthew D Madsen; (bottom) blowout
penstemon (Penstemon haydenii S. Watson
[Scrophulariaceae]), photo by Bonnie Heidel.
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