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With this issue, I am stepping down as editor-in-chief. Sixteen years ago,
Tom Landis convinced me that starting and editing a journal dedicated to
native plant propagation and outplanting would be a good thing to do. It
was needed. It would fill a niche. So, with start-up funding from the USDA
Forest Service, Reforestation, Nurseries, and Genetics Resources team and
surrounded by a great group of visionary supporters, Native Plants Journal
premiered in 2000. Fifteen years, 456 articles and book reviews, 588 con-
tributors, and 40 wonderful cover photos later, I’m glad I did it. It’s been a
fascinating journey that provided me a superb opportunity to work with an
amazing cadre of folks. The list of people who have served as associate edi-
tors, contributing editors, compositors, photographers, directors of university
presses, and reviewers is long; I thank all of them for their service. A few in-
dividuals deserve special mention: Tom Landis for the inspiration of NPJ and
years of mentoring; Amy Grey for her design skills; Kathryn Caras at Indiana
University Press for coming to the rescue; Steven E Smith for 15 years of serv-
ice as an associate editor; Tara Luna for not only contributing papers but also
encouraging and assisting others to contribute; Peggy Olwell and the Bureau
of Land Management for unwavering support; and Candace Akins, my man-
aging editor extraordinaire, for tireless effort and necessary organizational
skills.

As has been my custom, I’d like to end the year by thanking my current as-
sociate editors: Robert D Cox, Diane L Haase, Rosemary L Pendleton, Debo-
rah L Rogers, Daniela J Shebitz, Steven E Smith, and Sandra B Wilson. They
help move submitted manuscripts through the process and seldom get the
credit they deserve. I also thank these professionals for finding time to review
manuscripts this past year: Scott Abella, James Altland, Taun Beddes, Andrew
Bower, Kristina Connor, Michelle Cram, Craig Echt, Edward Guerrant, Greg
Houseal, Katherine D Jones, Thomas A Jones, Michael Kane, Nabil Khadduri,
Olga A Kildisheva, Mee-Sook Kim, Stanley Kitchen, David Kopec, Helen
Kraus, Andrea Mondoni, Jim Owen, RN Reese, Rich Regan, Jason B Rushing,
Forrest S Smith, Robert R Tripepi, Christina Walters, Amy Wright, and Donald
Young.

NPJ is still needed. It does still fill a niche. And you’ll
meet the new editor-in-chief in the next issue!

Thank you, everyone, for your support of NPJ.
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Have a great idea for an article but don’t have time or need help writing? 
Please e-mail. We can help.

Two types of manuscripts are welcome:

General technical articles are not research per se
(lack strict experimental design and statistical
analysis), but have important information for
growers and planters of North American native
plants. Articles could include new planting tech-
niques, useful equipment, cultural techniques,
habitat restoration, restoration techniques, pro-
duction trends, technical information, descrip-
tions of new species or cultivars entering nursery
production, and so on. Propagation protocols are
short, concise general articles detailing the spe-
cific methods used to propagate a particular
plant. Germplasm releases are short articles that
follow a standard format (see past issues) and an-
nounce the release of new plant materials for
conservation use.

Refereed research articles (and scientific reviews or
commentary) must have sound application of
scientific method, appropriate statistical analysis,
and state how the research is important to grow-
ers and planters of North American native plants.
Accepted papers will be published with a “Refer-
eed Research Article” designation.

All submitted manuscripts will be peer-reviewed
by 2 referees to ensure the objective of Native
Plants Journal is met.

MANUSCRIPT PREPARATION

Include a cover letter indicating what type of
manuscript is being submitted (refereed or gen-
eral). Refrain from special formatting. Use of ac-
tive voice is encouraged. All text except tables
and figure captions should be double-spaced.
The first page should have title and author infor-
mation (include full names of authors, their pro-
fessional titles and affiliations, mailing and elec-
tronic addresses, and specify corresponding
author to whom all pre-publishing correspon-
dence should be sent). 

The second page should contain the title, ab-
stract, and key words. Abstracts should be dou-
ble-spaced and brief and emphasize results, use-
fulness, and practicality to growers and planters
of North American (Canada, Mexico, and US)
native plants. Authors are strongly encouraged to
make the first sentence of their abstract describe
the most important finding of their work. Include
3 to 7 key words not in the title. Use the PLANTS
database as the source for nomenclature (see be-
low). Print an abbreviated title and page number
in the upper right corner of this and all subse-
quent pages. Use line numbering. Construct ta-
bles using the table feature of word processing
programs.

Follow the second page with the “Intro duc -
tion, Materials and Methods, Results, Discussion,
Conclusion, References,” or some other logical
sys tem as headings, followed by figure captions

and tables. For matters of style, we generally fol-
low Scientific Style and Format, The Council of Biol-
ogy Editors Manual for Authors, Editors, and Pub-
lishers, 6th edition (ISBN 0-521-47154-0). 

Use metric (SI) units with US units in paren-
theses and abbreviate all units, except those with-
out numerical value (for example, “we measured
parts per million and found 250 ppm nitrogen”).
Use numerals for any countable amount (for ex-
ample, 3 replicates, 2 populations).

REFERENCES

In the text, please list citations by date, and then
alphabetically by author (for example, Smith
1986, 1997; Jones and Smith 1992; Smith and
Jones 1992; Doe and others 1998). In the refer-
ences section, list references alphabetically by au-
thor(s) and please do not abbreviate the name of
the referenced journal. Examples:

Journal article: Arnold MA, Struve DK. 1989.
Growing green ash and red oak in CuCO3-
treated containers increases root regeneration
and shoot growth following transplant. Journal
of the American Society for Horticultural Science
114:402–406.

Entire book: Davidson H, Mecklenburg R. 1981.
Nursery management: administration and cul-
ture. 2nd ed. Englewood Cliffs (NJ): Prentice-Hall
Inc. 450 p.

Article in proceedings: Dumroese RK, Wenny DL.
1997. Fertilizer regimes for container-grown
conifers of the Inter mountain West. In: Haase DL,
Rose R, coordinators and editors. Sym po sium
proceedings, forest seedling nutrition from the
nursery to the field; 1997 Oct 28–29; Corvallis,
OR. Corvallis (OR): Oregon State Uni versity Nurs-
ery Technology Cooperative. p 17–26.

Internet source: [USDA NRCS] USDA Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service. 2011. The PLANTS
database. URL: http://plants.usda.gov (accessed
20 Jan 2011). Greensboro (NC): National Plant
Data Team.

Government article: Barnett JP, Brissette JC. 1986.
Producing southern pine seedlings in containers.
New Orleans (LA): USDA Forest Service, South -
ern Forest Experiment Station. General Technical
Report SO-59. 71 p.

Thesis or dissertation: Wang Z. 1990. Effects of
cupric carbonate on container-grown seedlings
of ponderosa pine during greenhouse produc-
tion [MSc thesis]. Moscow (ID): University of
Idaho. 67 p.

Personal communication: Hoss GA. 2002. Per sonal
communication. Licking (MO): Missouri Depart-
ment of Conservation, George O White State
Forest Nursery. Nursery Superintendent. 

NOMENCLATURE

Use common names with scientific names (in-
cluding authorities and family names) in paren-
theses the first time used in the abstract and
body of the manuscript (if scientific names with
authorities and families are summarized in a
table, they need not be repeated in the body of
the manuscript). All subsequent use can be either
the common or scientific name. Example with
common name: whitebark pine (Pinus albicaulis
Engelm. [Pinaceae]). Example without common
name: Phacelia rattanii Gray. (Hydro phyllaceae).
The standard source of plant nomen clature is the
PLANTS database (http://plants.usda.gov). Au-
thors may use common names found in PLANTS
or the local vernacular. Other nomenclature
sources may be used only if justified. The nomen-
clature source should be included in the refer-
ences.

MANUSCRIPT SUBMISSION

Manuscripts should be submitted via the Internet
at http://npj.msubmit.net. Files will be converted
to PDF when uploaded. Text and tables should
be saved as one file. Graphics (graphs, drawings)
should be in black and white and saved as indi-
vidual jpg, tif, eps (preferred), SigmaPlot (pre-
ferred), or Adobe Photoshop files. Excel files
 embedded in manuscripts are acceptable for
manuscript review but unacceptable for publica-
tion. Color slides or photographs are fine and
can be sent directly to the Editor; digital images
must have a minimum resolution of 300 dpi at a
minimum width of 10 cm (4 in), although larger-
sized images are preferred. Include photo credits.

Contact the Editor:
Kas Dumroese 
Editor, Native Plants Journal
USDA Forest Service, RMRS
1221 South Main Street
Moscow, Idaho 83843–4211

telephone 208.883.2324  
kdumroese@fs.fed.us

Before accepted manuscripts can be published,
authors must complete a consent to publish
form.

Photo credits opposite page: (top)
California pitcher plants (Darlingtonia
californica Torr. [Sarraceniaceae]) by Stephen
L Love; (middle) little brown jug (Hexastylis
arifolia (Michx.) Small [Aristolochiaceae])
population from South Carolina by LL
Gaddy; (bottom) the Klamath River within
the Klamath-Siskiyou region in southwestern
Oregon by Greg Nyquist
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REGISTER NOW!

Registration Deadlines

Friday, December 19th
Early Bird

Tuesday, January 20th
Online, Walk-Ins Welcome

January 23 and 24, 2015
Kellogg Conference Center in East Lansing, MI

Keynote Speakers

Dr. Rosina Bierbaum 
University of Michigan; President’s 
Council of Advisors on Science and 
Technology

Dr. Robin Wall Kimmerer 
State University of New York; 
Center for Native Peoples and the 
Environment

Josephine Mandamin
Elder, Wikwemikong Unceded Nation; 
Waterwalker

Mark Shepard 
Forest Agriculture Enterprises; Author 
of “Restoration Agriculture”

Theme

Resilience - Creating Social 
and Ecological Structures for a 
Changing World

www.stewardshipnetworkconference.org

Presented by 

Connect to Conserve

Planning Committee: Barb Barton, Michigan Dept. of Transportation; Dave Borneman, City of Ann Arbor Natural Area Preservation; Lisa Brush, 
The Stewardship Network; Jannan Cornstalk, Little Traverse Bay Band of Odawa Indians Natural Resource Commission; Jacqueline Courteau, 
University of Michigan; Celia Larsen, Rudolf Steiner School of Ann Arbor; Erin Mittendorf, The Stewardship Network

“The conference was a great use of time and resources. I look forward to attending next year and will 
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